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Advertiſement. 
[7 E following Papers have been 


received from ſome credible Per- 
. refiding in and about the Places 
mentioned in them. 775 contain 
Facis that are generally reported 
there, and believed by the Relators to 
be true, though they were not Eye- 
witneſſes themſelves of ſeveral of F od 
However, as they diſcover ſome Mat- 
ters of Conſequence both to Church 
and State, it is thought proper to 
communicate them to the Publick, and 
ſubmit them to the Conſideration of 
thoſe that are in Authority. 
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Giving an Account of the 0b 30 


I K and Progreſs of Methodi jm, bc 


N the Beginning of Neon | 
1742, or near to that Time, 
Mr. Charles Weſtley and a young 

Clergyman, whoſe Name is Greaves, 
firſt made their Appearance in Med- 
necbury. When Notice of their 
coming was firſt given to the Inha- 
bitants, it was ſaid Mr. Weſtley was 
to be ſent en them, in order to 

| reform 


68) 
reform the Colliers, and other illi 


terate and ignorant Perſons; and 
Intimations were given that a Cha- 


rity School was deſigned to be built 
and endow'd at Wednesbury, where- 
in poor Children ſhould be inſtruct- 
ed and train d up in the Principles 
and Practice of the Chriſtian Religi- q 
on, Mr. Charles e/ileyis ſaid to have 
made the ſtrongeſt Aſſeverations to if 
the then Vicar, that nothing ſhould MW 
be done by him or his Followers to 
alienate the Affections of the Peeple WM 


from him, | (the Vicar) or to with- 8 1 


draw them from the Church of Eu- 
gland, but that it ſhould be their 
conſtant Endeavour to unite them 
more ſtrongly to both. By theſe, 
and ſuch like ſpecious Pretences, the 
People became prejudiced in their 
Favour, and received them gladly. 
Mr. Weſtley preached publickly in 
the Streets and Fields, and drew 
great Numbers of People after * 

e 


1 
He told them he did not come to 
collect Money among them, or to 
draw any thing from them; but on- 
ly to inſtruct them in the Purity of 
the Chriſtian Doctrine: And to con- 
firm this, a Perſon who accompani- 
ed him, gave a Guinea to be diſtri- 
buted in Bread among the Poor, and 
did ſome other Acts of Charity. 
Mr. John Weſtley came next, about 
ſix Weeks afterwards. He preached 
publickly, as his Brother had done; 
and before he left them, propoſed 
the eftabliſhing of a Society; (which 
Society at preſent, in Wednesbury 
and in the neighbouring Pariſhes, 
coniſiſts of near Two hundred Peo- 
ple) into which each Perſon that en- 
ter d was to pay a certain Sum, and 
to ſubſcribe weekly, according to 
his Ability: He likewiſe propoſed a 
Subſcription amongſt them towards 
building a Place of Worſhip or a 
e > B Taber- 


(19) 
Tabernacle, as they rather choſe to 
call it. Theſe Propoſitions differing 
very widely from what had been de- 
clared at the firſt ſetting out, began ” 
to open the Eyes of the ſerious and 
thinking Sort of People. After Mr. 
Fohn MWeſtley, came one Williams, 


a Man not in Orders, but ſaid to be 
ſent by Me. Juv Weſtley, and to 
come from Wales, who in his pub- WM. 
lick Harangues vilified the Orders of 
the Church of England, and the 
whole Body of the Clergy, calling 
them dumb Dogs, that would not 
bark; and that they pretended, W 
when they offer'd themſelves for 
Holy Orders, to be moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, but that it was all a 
mere Farce, and that they knew 
nothing of the Influence of that Ho- 
ly Spirit. After him came a Brick- 
layer, and then a Plumber and Gla- 
Zier, both ſaid to come from Lon- 
7 N don, 


„ 
don, who Both publickly prayed 
and uſurp'd the Office of a Prea- 
cher. Every three Weeks or Month, 
one of the Mr. Weſtleys, or of the 
other Perſons now mentioned, came 
amongſt them. Some of the Do- 
Arines that they propagated, were, 
That every Perſon muſt have an ab- 
ſolute Aſſurance of his Salvation, or 
he would certainly be damn'd; | 
That all who did not adhere to, and 
follow them, were not in a State of 
Salvation; and that this had been 
the Caſe of our Forefathers for ſeve- 
ral Generations paſt; That every 
true Chriſtian did arrive at ſuch a 
Degree of Perfection, as to live en- 
tirely free from all Sin; and that 
thoſe who had not made this Pro- 
greſs, were no Chriſtians at all; 
That every Perſon muſt receive the 
Holy Ghoſt in a ſenſible Manner, fo 
as to feel and diſtinguiſh all its ſeve- | 
B 2 ral 


612) 
ral Motions, which ſometimes would 
be quite violent. In conſequence 
of which Doctrine, ſeveral People, 
either through the Force of Imagi- 
nation, Enthuſiaſm, or Hypocriſy, 
would fall down in Fits, under vio- 
lent Agitations of Body, and make 
ftrange hideous Noiſes. This their 


Preachers called Conviction, which 


when they had been under for ſome 
time, they then received . the Ho- 
ly, Ghoſt, and were aſſur'd of 
their Salvation, The ill Effects of 
theſe Doctrines ſoon appeared: In- 
ſtead of that Peace, Charity, and 
 Good-will, which their Preachers 
boaſted to be the Fruits thereof; 
Malice, Spleen, and endleſs Feuds, 
ſprang up in their room. The Me- 
thodiſts became prejudiced againſt 
their lawful Miniſter, and ſpoke ill- 
natur d and unjuſtifiable things of 
him. They likewiſe, upon every 

Diſpute 
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(73) 
W Diſpute they had with their Neigh- 
W bours of = Church of England, 
would tell them they were eternally 
damn d, and even Children would 
tell their Parents the fame, Theſe 
© things exaſperated illiterate and un- 
thinking 8 and have been the 
principal Cauſe of all the Diſtur- 
W bance that has ſince happen d. The 
W firſt Inſult was given to a ſmall Party 
= of Yeangſbury Methodiſts, as they 
; 


returned — Darlaſton ſinging 
= their Hymns, where they had been 
at an appointed and ated Place of 
E Meeting: The Perſons who aſſault- 
ed them were Darlaſton People, who 
beat and abuſed the Merhodifts, by 
flinging Stones and Dirt at them. The 
Methodiſts applied to a Juſtice of the 
Peace, and he granted them a War- 
rant on this Occaſion; but upon 
hearing the Matter, be told them 
that e themſelves had been the 


firſt 
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firſt Beginners, and the chief Cauſe 
of the Tumult, and might therefore 
thank themſelves for what had hap- 
pen d. Some Time after this, about 
the middle of Summer, there aroſe 
a Mob, conſiſting of Darlaſton and 
Falſal People, and ſome from Bil- 
fon, who broke the Windows of 
moſt of the Methodifis Houſes in 
FWeaneſbury, Darlaſton, and Wei- 
Bromwick. After this their Teach- 
ers did not come near them for ſome i 
The firſt that came were 


Time. 
Greaves and Williams, who preach- 
ed only in private Houſes. In a lit- 


tle Space after that Mr. John MWeſtley 


- ventured again; and the Mob, hear- 
ing of it, beſet the Houſe where he 


was, took him Priſoner, and carried 
him to the Houſe ofa Juſtice of Peace; 
but the Juſtice not caring to act in 
the Affair, did not think fit to be 


ſeen; fo the Mob returned with their 
Priſo- 
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" . X85) 
Priſoner, and after ſome Inſults of- 
fered him they ſet him at Liberty 
again. After that Greaves and Wil- 
liams ventur'd to preach publickly as 
uſual; and in Chriſtmas 1743, Mr. 
Il hitfield coming to Birmingham, 
where there is likewiſe a Society, 
was invited over to Wedneſbury, 
where he publickly preached in the 
Streets for ſeveral Days. At laſt, on 
Saturday the 4 of February 1743, 
Mr. Charles Weſtley and Williams 
came to Wedneſbury, which was 
ſoon ſpread abroad; and it was ru- 
mour'd that a Mob would riſe on 
that Occaſion on the Tue/day follow- 
ing, being Shrove-Tueſday. Upon 
which Mr. Weſtley and Williams 
went off on the Monday; and on 
the Day following, the Mob, about 
half of which were ſaid to be Col- 
liers, conſiſting chiefly of Darlaſton 
People, and ſome from Bilſton, came 


to 


( 16 ) 
to Wedneſbury, forcibly enter'd the 
voy ws Methodiſts, rari= 


ſack d, tore to Pieces, and carried 
off their Goods; and what they 
could not carry off they ſpoiled, not- 
withſtanding ſeveral neighbouring 
Gentlemen perſonally appear'd, and 
uſed their utnioſt Endeavour to diſ- 
perſe them. The next Day the Mob 
roſe again, went as far as Aldridoe 
about five Miles oft, and committed 
the ſame Outrages there; and in- 
terided to have proceeded in the 
fame Manner through all the neigh- 
bouring Places, where there were 
any Methodifts ; but Wedneſbury 
and 7alſal raiſed a Mob againſt 
them, which being ſuperior in 
Number, over-aw'd and diſperſed 
them; and all has remained quiet 
ever ſince. The Damage done by 
this Mob, according to the beſt In- 


formation 


(17) 
formation amounts to Five Hundred 
Pounds or upwards. 


P. S. The Mob threatned to pull 
down the Houſes of two of the 
Gentlemen who endeavour d to 


perſuade them to diſperſe, and 


go to their own Homes. 


Febr. 24. 1743. 
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An EXTRACT 


Of ſome other Pare Rs relating 
to the fame, 


HE Times of the Meetings of 
the Mezhodifts are twice every 


Day ; but on Wedneſdays and Fri- 


days thrice, at five o Clock in the 


Morning, at Noon, and ſeven at 
Night. | No body is admitted on 
Wedneſdays and Fridays, without a 
Ticket.] They are divided into Claſ- 
ſes, each Claſs conſiſting of twelve 
Perſons and their Leader, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to enquire into the State 
of the Souls of his Claſs. After ſuch 


Enquiry, he [the Leader] makes a 


Prayer for them; when that is end- 


C 2 ed, 


1 

ed, he tells them they are all par- 
_ After this he exhorts them 
to. give-him what Money they can 
Dare, that he may deliver it to the 
Steward. One of their Leaders, as 

appęars from a Paper atteſte 

i ned by oh Faſo conch cken then 
indif poſed, told him in a Viſit that 
be [the Leader] had made a Prayer 
for him at Home, in which he had 
begg'd of God Almighty ta give him 
an e and that he had with mych 
Difficulty received a {light one; and 
added, if you will now tell me your 


Sins, vou will be pardon' d, and 


then you will be fit. to die. The 
fame Leader, after ſeveral of their 
Preachers had held forth for a long 
Time at one of their Meetings, 
called for an Anfwer, and faid, 
Good Lord, let not one depart 
withoutan Arfwer, an Anſiver, 1 ſay, 
three times over. Another ordinary 
Perſon i Is reported to have ſaid Re 

& 


(21) 


he was ae Gs in a certain Mech: 
diſts Houle, Thou, O Lord, know- 
forgiven me. A little before Shrove: 
7760 aay laſt, Mr. Charles WW efiley 
haranguing his Audience, told them, 


LY 


That he was afraid on Zue/day fol- 
lowing maſt of them wquld deſert 
Chrift, But, ſaid he, to ſtrengthen 
your Faith, I was once in a Mob 
myſelf; a Man ſtruck me, and im- 
mediately God Almighty wither'd 
away his Hand, ſo that he loſt the 
Uſe of it. As to the immediate 
Occaſion of the late Riot, it is appre- 
| hended to be owing in a great mea= 
ſure to the following Accident; 
The Wife of a certain Collier, a lit- 
tle before Chriſtmas, 1743, was 


| miſſing from his Houſe about aWeek, | 


without any Difference between him 
and her, and was found by him at 
one of the Claſs-Houſes; ſome Time 
after which ſhe abſented herſelf again 


for 


U 

: ' 
: 
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6 
for ſeveral Days, and was found again 1. 
with ſome of the Methodiſts, and 
icularly a Teacher among them. 
It is likewiſe ſaid, that a little after M 
her firſt Abſence, ſhe.'and another 
Woman in their return from Wed 
neſbury to Darlaſton were much abu- 
ſed; upon which the Husband of iſ 
one of them got a Warrant from a 
Juſtice of the Peace to apprehend 
the People that had ſo abuſed them, 
and ſerved ſeveral of the Mob with 
the Warrant; but the Juſtice not 
acting in the Affair, the Mob aſſem- 
bled together upon Shrove-Tue/day ; 
and after ſome Acts of Violence had 
been committed at Darlaſton and 
Wiedneſbury, they declared publickly 
to the Me#hodifts at N eds that 
if they [the Merhodiſts] would ſub- 
ſcribe a Paper, viz. That they would 
not aſſemble as uſual, nor encourage 
Weſtley, or any other Merbodiſt 
5 Teacher, 


( 23) 
Teacher, they [the Mob] would 
diſperſe. And they are likewiſe ſaid 
to have told the Merbodiſis, that 
they [the Merhodiffs] met on pur- 
poſe to promote the Intereſt of Po- 
pery, and to bring in the Pretender. 
And when ſome nei ghbouring Gen- 
tlemen, who had been ſollicited to 
quell the Mob, were endeavouring 
to effect the ſame, the Mob told the. 
ſaid Gentlemen, that they -{ the 
Mob] were doing what the Soldiers 
ſhortly would do; and that if they 
[the Gentlemen] endeavour' d to 
ſtop them [the Mob] they were E- 
nemies of his Majeſty, and Friends 
of the Pretender: And farther, 
That when the Mob were plunder- 
ing the Goods of the Merbodiſts, and 
were about ſeizing ſome Malt, (the 
Property of one of the Methodiſit) as 
ſoon as they were told that that Malt 
was ſeized for his Majeſty's Uſe for 


Non- 


64 


N Un- aytnent 5 b Duty, they tlie 
Foe: immediately Griet off, is 
Heſs bir Majeſty ; acid repeating 
whit the 4 faid before about tlie] 
Merbbcliſir favouring Popiſh Preten-f 
fiotis, they acer Kt the Malt 
untouch'd: - - - The „ re- 
fuſiry 8 Bight 1 e aforeſaid Paper 
the 6b; proceeded to rifle an 
plunder the Houſes of ſeveral of them 
in Wednzshury and Weft-Brommich; 
and aſſembling again next Da; 
they probebde to Aldridge, and 
comtnitted the fame Outrag es. there. 
Upon their Return from. arid: 
they came throigh alle loaded 
with Houfhold- Goods, Wearing- 
Appel e. Several Perſons in 
alfal roſe againſt them, ſtripp d 
them of their Plunder, lodge d it at 
4 Publick Hotife, and ſent to the 
Perſons rifled to come and own their 
Goods; ; upon which they were de- 


liver d 


3. 1.0 
liver'd to them that own'd them. 
After meeting with this Reſiſtance, 
the Mob threaten'd to pull down 
the Houſes of thoſe neighbouring 
Gentlemen who had endeavour'd to 
quell the Riot. They then remain'd 
quiet for ſome time, but have lately 


threaten'd to riſe again, and plun- 


der every body without Diſtinction; 
and the Neighbours are under con- 
tinual Fs. rehenſions, that unleſs 
ſome Choy be taken to ſuppreſs both 
the Methodifts and the Mob, theſe 
Menaces will be put in Execution. 


March 12. 1743. 


(24) : 

N oti-payttietit of Huth, th ey the 
Mob] immediately 2 olit God 
blefs his MajeRy : afid r repeating Þ 
what the. 15 d before about tlie 
Merbbcli fie favouring Pop piſh Preten-W 
ſions, they accordingly m the Malt 
untouch'd. - - The Methodiſts re- 
fuſin 1188 o fight the aforeſaid Paper 
the Mob; proceeded to rifle 480 
plunder a Houſes of ſeveral of them 
in Wednerbury and We - Bromwich ; 
and aſſembling again the next Day, 
they probe to Aldridge; and 
committed the fame Outrages ; there. 
Upon their Return from 2 
they came through 77 > allal loaded 
with Houfhold - Goods, Wearing- 
7 Ec. Several Perſons in 
alfal roſe againſt. them, ſtripp d 
them of their Plunder, lodg'd it at 
a Publick Hove, and ſent to the 
Perſons rifled to come and own their 
Woch ; upon which they were de- 


liver d 


( 25) | 
liver'd to them that own'd them. 
After meeting with this Reſiſtance, 
the Mob threaten'd to pull down 
the Houſes of thoſe neighbouring 
Gentlemen who had endeavour'd to 
quell the Riot. They then remain'd 
quiet for ſome time, but have lately 
threaten'd to riſe again, and plun- 
der every body without Diſtinction; 
and the Neighbours are under con- 
tinual Apprehenſions, that unleſs 
ſome Care be taken to ſuppreſs both 
the Methodiſts and the Mob, theſe 
Menaces will be put in Execution. 


March 12. 1743. 
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Of another Account of the Me- 


THODIs TS, vig. at Birming- 


ham, . arti C b/bire. 


Firſt of this Denomination made 
his Appearance at Birmingbam. 


His Namie was Ball. He held forth 


upon a little Green at the Town's 


End, call'd Goeſfey- Green, and had 


a numerous Audience. Curioſity 
will always lead People to fee 
ſtrange Sights, and few there 
were who attended him from any 
other Motive, This Gentleman 
propoſed a Collection for building a 

D 2 Place 
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T is. about two Years firice the b 


- — — 


* 


— — 


—— — —— 
—_ - " TY > 


- 5 


* 


_— 


- 
_— 


—— 


— — 


(628) 

Place of Worſhip; (I think it was 
in Cambridgeſhire.) His Propoſal met 
with no Encouragement, and he 
ſoon left Birmingham. It is very 
currently reported, that, not long 


after, he was com mitted to Goal for 
ſome Offence -of -a civil Nature. 
The next who came to Birmingham 
was Mr. Charles Weſtley. He 
Preach'd in the Streets for the firſt 
time on M hitſunday laſt; and has 
ſince made ſeveral Viſits there. The 
laſt time he Preach'd.in this py 
Manner was upon the Sunday befor 
Lent, nor do I hear 9 he. has” 
been in Town ſince. He planted 
himſelf in the Bull-ring, near the, 
old Church. As, ſoon as herbegan, - 
the People ſet the Bells a ringing, 
which drown'd his Voice, and pre- 
vented him from being heard at any 
great Diſtance. He continued his 
Preaching till the Mob began to pelt 
him with Dirt, Turnips, &c. Mr. 
| W. hit- 


(299) 

Whitfield was at Birmingham about, 
Chriſtmas laſt, and you may. ſuppoſe; 
that great Numbers would; out of 
Curioſity, flock to hear a Man that 
bad been ſo: much talk d of. He, 
was invited hither by a Diſſenter. 
His Stay was not of — a. Week 
or: ten Days at the moſt, and to- 
"—_ the laſt his Auditors were not 
ſo numerous, and the Behaviour of 
ſome of them not over and aboye 
civil. Soon after him came. a young 
Man who was not in Orders. Hen 
held forth but once, and then hut 
for a very ſhort Times being obli- 
ged. by 22 — he met with 
a ef into a Houſe for his Security. 
Since the Mednetbury Riot there have 
been here ne publiek Preachings. 
As to the Number of their Converts, 
I don't find them to be near fo nu- 
merous as was at firſt apprehended ; 
and thoſe Few of them that were of 


the 


| e 
the Communion of = Eſtabliſhed 5 
Church are in general v by 
in their Behaviour, and 1 . £4 
| tendatice at Church. - The Diſſen- 
ters conſtitute che Heater Number, 
and are their greateſt Admirers, par- 
ticularly: of Mr. Vbisſield. About 
Wednesbury, it is ſaid, ſome of their 
_ Converts have Seen raiſed into 
ſtrange unaccountable Extaſies; 
but J cannot find there have deen 
any of the like Practices at Birming- 
ham. It is very probable that when 
once the Methodiſts have loſt the 
Recommendation of Novelty, they 
will dwindle to nothing at Birming- 
ham, unleſs ſupported by thoſe who 
have already without any juſt Cauſe 
ſeparated from our Communion. 
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